Fok many reasons less attention has been paid to the gastrointestinal affections met with in breast babies than in those nursed artificially. Breast milk is the natural, and ought to be the sole food of the infant, under physiological conditions, during the first year of life. Unfortunately there is too often a departure from the normal state, and the child, and perhaps also the mother, may suffer during the lactating period. The natural pride and instinct of the mother is apt to lead to the presumption that all is going well with her and the infant, when, perhaps, in reality she is not a good nurse, and the child is suffering more or less, and not thriving. How often do we get an affirmative answer from the mother when we put the general question, " Have you plenty of milk ?" It is the duty of the practitioner to take this reply only for what it is worth, and that is often very little. He must judge for himself, unprejudiced by any notion of the mother. The breasts should be carefully examined, and also the milk. The health of the mother and of the child as to its nutrition growth and development should be inquired into, in order to arrive at a correct opinion. Looking into the literature of the important subject to which I am to direct your attention for a short time, we find that until quite a recent date comparatively little lias been written in a systematic and detailed manner on the simplest forms of indigestion met with in breast babies. On the other hand, the more serious and frequent form of gastric intestinal catarrh met with in substitute feeding is a subject which has been largely treated of by pediatricians.
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In America the question of infant feeding in all its aspects has received the well-merited attention which it deserves, and which it has not met with in this country. The There is an excess of mucous secretion, sometimes little streaks of blood. As a rule, indigestion of mother's milk is moi'e frequently intestinal than gastric, diarrhoea being more common than vomiting. This appears to be largely due to indigestion of the fatty and proteid elements of the milk. Infants, in regard to their digestive capabilities, are but little men and women, and it is certain they have their idiosyncrasies likewise. The milk of a mother seems to be suited to her own child under physiological conditions. It has been proved over and over again that a child which is thriving on its own mother's milk if put to another may suffer, even although the woman is healthy and her milk be found on analysis to be of good quality. This is one of Nature's mysteries which it is difficult to explain, but In conclusion, I would like to say that it seems to me more than ever necessary to impress on students and young practitioners the need and importance of the study of that part of preventive medicine which deals with the food supply, whether natural or artificial, of our infant population. Happily, greater facilities are now given for this in the longer period of study required for medical degrees. Inseparably connected with the question of maternal feeding is the no less important one of the artificial rearing of infants who are unable to obtain breast milk. The huge mortality of infants under one year is hardly reduced to a lower level than it was half a century ago, when in England 
